
ACT APPROACH 

The ACT initiative draws its inspiration and beliefs from the early learning approach in Reggio Emilia, 

Italy, as well as the Provincial document, ‘How Does Learning Happen?’ (2014), which guides 

Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years.  ACT is also committed to our journey towards Truth and 

Reconciliation to increase our knowledge and bring awareness to Indigenous cultures, histories and 

pedagogy.  

Early Learning Approach in Reggio Emilia, Italy 

The approach to early learning in Reggio Emilia is based on a fundamental view of the child as a 

competent citizen, full of ideas and theories about their world and the ability to share what they 

know and are curious about through many materials. Children are viewed as active participants in 

their learning with the ability to construct their own knowledge as they collaborate with others and 

with their environment. This approach to early learning is grounded in relationships and deep 

listening to understand multiple perspectives and to make learning rich and meaningful for all 

involved; children, families, educators and the community. Artists or ‘atelierista’s’ as they are called 

in Reggio Emilia, are valued for the unique perspective and skills that they bring as they partner with 

educators to support children’s ability to communicate their ideas through varied materials and 

mediums. A process called Pedagogical Documentation captures the stories and experiences of the 

children and educators learning journeys together. It provides a way to make thinking and learning 

visible so that ideas and experiences can be studied collaboratively. This collective study can then 

inform and shape adults work with children. Documentation could include photos, videos, 

transcriptions of conversations, notes and children’s work. Artists and educators provide materials 

and an environment that provokes children’s curiosity and invites them to explore and represent 

what they know, wonder about and discover in many ways.   

For more in depth reading and resources about the approach in Reggio Emilia, please see the 

Resources section.  

How Does Learning Happen? (2014)  

How Does Learning Happen? is a resource about learning through relationships for those who work 

with young children and their families. It holds a strong image of Children, Families and Educators, 

viewing everyone as competent, capable and curious. With this view, early learning programs are 

places where discovery and learning happens collectively, in collaboration with each other and the 

environment. This resource is organized around 4 Foundations that support children’s growth and 

development: Belonging, Well-being, Engagement and Expression. The 4th Foundation, Expression, 

talks about children’s ability to express themselves and communicate their ideas through a variety of 

ways such as visual arts, music, movement and dramatic arts. The resource highlights the importance 

of early childhood programs creating environments and offering experiences that support children in 



expressing themselves and communicating their ideas in multiple ways. Creating and collaboratively 

studying documentation (as mentioned in the Reggio Emilia approach) is highlighted in this resource 

as essential for learning more about how children think, learn and view their world.    

For more information about How Does Learning Happen? (2014) or to read the document, please see 

the Resources section.  

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada 

MANDATE FOR THE TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION; There is an emerging and compelling 

desire to put the events of the past behind us so that we can work towards a stronger and healthier 

future. The truth telling and reconciliation process as part of an overall holistic and comprehensive 

response to the Indian Residential School legacy is a sincere indication and acknowledgement of the 

injustices and harms experienced by Aboriginal people and the need for continued healing. This is a 

profound commitment to establishing new relationships embedded in mutual recognition and respect 

that will forge a brighter future. The truth of our common experiences will help set our spirits free and 

pave the way to reconciliation. (www.trc.ca)  

To view the Calls to Action document, please see the Resources section. 

http://www.trc.ca/


RESOURCES 

Values and Principles of the Reggio Emilia Approach, by Lella Gandini 

http://www.learningmaterialswork.com/pdfs/ValuesAndPrinciples.pdf 

Reggio Emilia As Cultural Activity Theory in Practice, by Rebecca S. New 

https://reggioalliance.org/downloads/new:theoryintopractice.pdf  

The Pedagogy of Listening: The Listening Perspective from Reggio Emilia, by Carlina Rinaldi 

http://reggioalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Rinaldi-Pedagogy-of-listening.Innov_.8.4.pdf 

Your Image of the Child: Where Teaching Begins, by Loris Malaguzzi 

https://reggioalliance.org/downloads/malaguzzi:ccie:1994.pdf 

The Teacher as Researcher, by Carlina Rinaldi 

http://www.reggioalliance.org/downloads/researcher:rinaldi.pdf 

Making Learning Visible Through Pedagogical Documentation, by Carol Ann Wien 

https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/Wien.pdf 

North American Reggio Emilia Alliance www.reggioalliance.org 

The Wonder of Learning www.thewonderoflearning.com Reggio Children 

http://www.reggiochildren.it 

How Does Learning Happen? (2014) http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/pedagogy.htm 

Art in Early Childhood www.artinearlychildhood.org 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action (2015) 

http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf  

http://www.learningmaterialswork.com/pdfs/ValuesAndPrinciples.pdf
https://reggioalliance.org/downloads/new:theoryintopractice.pdf
http://reggioalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Rinaldi-Pedagogy-of-listening.Innov_.8.4.pdf
https://reggioalliance.org/downloads/malaguzzi:ccie:1994.pdf
http://www.reggioalliance.org/downloads/researcher:rinaldi.pdf
https://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/Wien.pdf
http://www.reggioalliance.org/
http://www.reggiochildren.it/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/childcare/pedagogy.htm
http://www.artinearlychildhood.org/
http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf

	ACT-APPROACH-2
	RESOURCES-2

